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even more astonishing  given how much a ‘first world’ country 
Israel has become, as compared to the usual ‘third word’ status 
that the largest recipients of such aid tend to be.    

The amount of attention that Israel receives is not just a recent 
phenomenon. Even before Israel became a state in 1948, its 
first president, Chaim Weizmann, wrote to President Truman 
that Israel/Palestine was the “most investigated” land in the 
world.  

What those of us who have lived only in the post-1948 era 
might find difficult to realize, but Jews in each generation over 
the last two thousand years have seen themselves as possibly 
being the last link in the chain of tradition. And we’re not even 
talking about what those who experienced the Holocaust must 
have imagined within this historic milieu.   

And yet for those of us who grew up in the heady days of the 
first years of Israel’s newly found independence, Israel took on 
a specific guise: Would Israel in the 20th century and beyond be 
able to fulfill the promise of being a moral or ethical light unto 
the nations? Those of us who stayed on this side of the Atlantic 
and whose contribution was limited to dollars,  constructed a 
vision of Israel that perhaps departed from the reality of its 
early existence, and believed that Israel could achieve its Bibli-
cal promise and ignored the reality of the 20th century. 

That American support, as derivative as it might be, was a ma-
jor advancement from the early years of the Zionist movement, 
finally exploding when the reality of the Holocaust seeped into 
the American and other Diasporan communities around the 
world.  

And yet, the attention of American Jewry was, and continues 
primarily to be the state of Judaism in America. And that not-
withstanding the horrors of the 20th century, Jews could be 
‘free’ in the United States, or as Philip Roth once put it, “Zion 
was in the United States.” 

And it was the American predominance in our attention that 
also influenced our attitudes towards Israel in the heady days 
of Independence and following. Before 1967, American Jews 

Let’s Talk about Israel 

As we enter the last few days of 2022, 
many news organizations are undertak-
ing the usual “Year in Review” in 
which the most popular news stories 
are re-examined.  Not surprisingly, 
Israel is part of the various subjects 
that get a significant degree of news 
space this year, as it does every year.  

The amount of space that the State of 
Israel takes in world news coverage is truly outstanding.  Alt-
hough Israel ranks about 150th amongst the world nations in 
size, the amount of newspaper space that it garners, whether it 
is for the conflict with the Palestinians or anything else that 
Israel is involved with, generates debates that are among the 
most intensely discussed topics in all American politics. 
Moreover, not only do opinions become very heated;  they 
result in people constructing their personal identity around 
such opinions. Thus, it is not unusual for somebody to identi-
fy themselves as a Jew who has a particular position on Israel 
and not just a Jewish person. 

Also extraordinary is the fact that Americans seem to pay 
more attention to Israel and to what the Jewish people are 
doing in Israel. Of course, this applies to Jews. But what is 
astounding is the amount of attention that Israel generates 
among the non-Jewish populations in the United States. 
Moreover, this attachment or interest is not relegated to a sin-
gle demographic or political group but rather cuts across all 
groups and  parties in the United States.  

Just to demonstrate how unequal is the amount of attention 
that is given to Israel can be seen around foreign policy, and 
particularly foreign aid. We tend to be miserly relative to our 
GDP when it comes to generating foreign aid to countries 
around the world. And in recent years pressures have become 
even greater to limit the amount of foreign aid that the United 
States is able to share throughout the world. However, when it 
comes to Israel, the United States doesn’t seem to have such 
limitations; and that the floodgates of aid and assistance to 
Israel in this sphere seem to have no bounds. This becomes 
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To Stacy Gould 
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Donations 
We gratefully acknowledge the 

following contributions to 
Beth Jacob Synagogue’s Special Funds. 

Building Fund 

Candle Light Times 

January 2023 
January 6 4:15 pm 
January 13 4:22 pm 
January 20 4:31 pm 
January 27 4:39 pm 

Ba-rukh atah A-do-nai, e-lo-hay-nu-me-lekh ha-olam, a-

sher kid-sha-nu-bemitz-vo-tav ve-tzi-vanu Le-had-lik 

ner shel Shabbat. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, Sovereign of the Uni-

verse, who has sanctified us by Your commandments 

and has commanded us to kindle the Shabbat lights. 

In Memory of Stanley Israelite 
Linda Hershman 

In Memory of Edith Swatzburg 
Michael & Harriet Gere 
Harvey & Judie Polinsky 

Stacy Gould 
Sara Haroun 

In Memory of Sarah Gere 
Michael & Harriet Gere 

In Memory of: 
Dr. Harold & Betty Green 

Ellis & Gertrude Kahn 
Steven & Pepi Green 

In Memory of Irma Berk 
Phil & Sue Margolis 

 
 

could support Israel, but their primary attention was on the tra-
ditional concerns of American secularism, with a focus on social 
services and separation of church and state.  

But after 1967, Israel no longer held an ‘underdog’ status.  And 
the forces of antisemitism began to rear their ugly heads again 
now that Israel/Jews could become a target again, with the pro-
tection of the Holocaust scars no longer being credited. 

This gets very complicated very quickly, so let me conclude on 
this point by saying that the foregoing resulted in fissures 
amongst American Jews and their support of Israel….  

And there has been much happening in Israel over the last few 
years.  There have been elections. Many of them.  Six as of my 
last counting.  And what have they produced. Some might say, 
they have been treading water. Others are noticing perceptible 
changes. 

Anyway, we’re still sitting here in the relative comfort, safety, 
and security in our homes, very far from the actual conflict.  But 
that has not prevented us from having an opinion today, just as 
we have had in the past.   

But to have an opinion in the present will require us to become 
more up to date about the current affairs in Israel. And let’s face 
it, most of us have been distracted by a few events over the last 
5-6 years in this country and may not have noticed things 
‘happening’ there. 

Do you want to find out? 

Well, there are these two young people from ‘over there’ who 
are with us through the winter and spring. And they have some 
insights into what is happening there. Let’s invite them and have 
conversations with them and learn more about this Land that we 
seek to have connections to. 

B’Shalom, 

Rav Julius 
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From the Co-President, 

As we have turned the corner into 2023, each day, day by day, 
will get brighter/longer. Candle lighting times will get later and 
later on each coming Friday. It is also the time to think about 
our Congregational activities for these next six months. Purim 
begins on March 6th, Passover on April 5th, Shavuot on 
May 25th. Events are being/will be planned for  each of 
these staples of our Jewish calendar. 

The Federation has begun to operate, and we welcome them to 
share our premises. We are looking forward to them bringing a 
little sparkle into our building. 

The Reader’s Circle will meet to discuss Cahill’s “The Gift of 
the Jews” on January 16th and 23rd at 3:30 pm, both in person 
in the Library (weather permitting), AND on Zoom. There is 
still time to join in. A single paperback is still available from 
Barbara at the office.  

FYI: We may be facing a major repair of the HVAC system 
for the Social Hall quadrant of building. Until this repair /
replacement is accomplished, we will be using the Foyer/
Library for activities usually conducted in the Kiddush Room. 

I look forward to everyone’s renewed commitment to the life 
and success of Beth Jacob in 2023. 

Marty Shapiro 
Co-President 

 
Rav Julius Vacation Message 

I will be on vacation from January 1 through January 17.   

While I am away, I have arranged for rabbinical coverage in my 
absence if it becomes necessary.  If a rabbi is needed, please 
reach out to Marty Shapiro and/or Barbara in the office, and 
they will contact the rabbi that is available.  If communications 
are by email, please copy me on them in case there is something 
that I can contribute from afar.  

Although I am on vacation, if someone needs to get in touch 
with me, please email me and if a telephone call is indicated, I'll 
work out a time for us to talk. Kashrut Policy 

With Federation's entering the Beth Jacob building, there was 
cause to review and update the Beth Jacob kashrut policy.  Es-
sentially, the modifications were for the purpose of streamlining 
some of the requirements, and adding new kashrut certification 
systems to those already permitted. As with all systems, this 
relies upon the good faith efforts by all to reach practical solu-
tions which can at times be complex. And whenever necessary, 
consultation with Rav Julius can always be had to iron out any 
thorny issues. If anyone would like a copy of the updated poli-
cy, it will be available on the Beth Jacob website: 
www.bethjacob-norwich.org or please contact the office: beth-

Norwich Fuel Oil Fund 

As we enter the beginnings of a very cold winter, we also need 
to be mindful that there are others who need your help to stay 
warm.   

As you know, the Norwich Area Interfaith Association oper-
ates a fund dedicated to those needing heating assistance that 
live in the Norwich community.   Prospective beneficiaries are 
first counseled to ensure that they have exhausted all other 
state resources before they need to take advantage of their last 
opportunity for help.  And to help ensure that these possible 
last-stop resources are available to as many people as possible, 
the maximum contribution that the fund can make to any indi-
vidual is $200.00 per family household.   

The need at this time is extremely great.  To give you an idea 
as to the extent to which our area resources have been 
stretched, consider the following: During the most recent cold 
snap earlier in December, we had already exhausted the shelter 
resources available for the season for individuals and families 
without homes, i.e., basic bedding for an evening. At this time, 
we are simply trying to locate and pay for ‘warming centers’ 
where people can spend the evening in whatever accommoda-
tions might be found, such as a sleeping bag on a floor, or in 
an upholstered chair in an office space -- but in a heated build-
ing. 

Thus, for those of you reading this in the warmth of your 
homes or offices, consider the nameless person that you don’t 
know who may be huddling in their apartment under a stack of 
blankets; and seriously consider opening up your checkbook at 
this time and make a donation to this fuel fund, payable to 
the  Norwich Area Interfaith Association and mark it as for the 
“Fuel Oil Fund”, and drop it off at the Synagogue, or mail it to 
our treasurer:  Jillian Corbin, executive director of St. Vincent 
de Paul Place, 120 Cliff Street, Norwich CT 06360.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me, 

Rav Julius 
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January 1 8 Tevet 
Abraham Israelite 
January 2 9 Tevet 
Taube Eisner 
January 3 10 Tevet 
Liese Himmel 
January 4 11 Tevet 
Frank Rothstein— 
Father of Robert Rothstein 
Abraham Goldstein 
Lazar Markoff 
January 5 12 Tevet 
Meyer Gerson 
David Trachtenberg 
Stella Rothstein —  
Mother of Robert Rothstein 
Esther Dora Bruckner 
January 6 13 Tevet 
Saul Nelkin 
Louis Berger 
Sarah Pevner 
January 7 14 Tevet 
Joseph Salzman 
January 8 15 Tevet 
Dr. Judith Sohn 
January 9 16 Tevet 
Anna Feldman 
January 10 17 Tevet 
Leonard Crumb —  
Uncle of Stacy Gould; 
Relative of Jerry Schwell 
Zissy Gerber 
Marianne Jaffe —  
Mother of Sue Lorinsky 
January 11 18 Tevet 
Grace Abrahamson —  
Mother of Linda Adelman 
Isadore Segal 
Ronald Berk —  
Husband of Linda Berk 
Dorothy Friedman —  
Mother-in-Law of Joe Goldberg 
Saul Burchman —  
Father of Brian Burchman 
Miriam Swatzburg 
Hyman Werman 

 

JANUARY 2022 YAHRZEITS 

January 12 19 Tevet 
Irving Barsky —  
Uncle of Faye Ringel 
January 13 20 Tevet 
Zipporah Rohowsky 
Louis Bloch —  
Father of Joan Gordon 
January 14 21 Tevet 
Reuben Alexander 
Benjamin Bruckner 
January 15 22 Tevet 
Philip Shabecoff 
Dora Schlossberg 
Sara Adoff 
Rose Gordon 
Lee Pearson 
January 16 23 Tevet 
Rose Shabecoff 
January 17 24 Tevet 
Esther Bokoff —  
Mother of Steve Bokoff 
Anna Rubenstein 
January 18 25 Tevet 
Robert Goldman 
Max Hankin 
Phyllis Feldman 
Lois Shapiro Belsky — 
Sister of Martin Shapiro 
January 19 26 Tevet 
Jacob Gawendo —  
Father of Evert Gawendo 
Aaron Gordon 
Beverly Gordon —  
Mother of Glenn Gordon 
and Gail Navick 
January 20 27 Tevet 
Philip Shapiro —  
Father of Mildred Shapiro 
Burton Abelman 
January 21 28 Tevet 
Anna Henschel 
Abraham Hyman 
Sophie Ruditzky —  
Mother of Alan Ruditzky 

January 22 29 Tevet 
Louis Nelkin —  
Grandfather of Murray 
and Jerry Navick 
Rosa Hutzler 
Morris Cohn 
Louis Cohn 
Anna Seder 
Charles Louis Rubin 
January 23 1 Shevat 
Esther Spandorff 
Rebecca Dressler 
Abraham Blass 
Harry Rothenberg 
Louis Snitkin 
Samuel Mayerson 
Nathan Knasin 
January 24 2 Shevat 
Randy and Samantha Deglin 
Saul Rutchik 
Aaron Luchansky 
January 26 4 Shevat 
Rose Sears 
Rose Agranovitch 
Abraham Daniels 
January 27 5 Shevat 
Louis Davis 
Bertram Cooper —  
Brother of Irene Schienberg 
David Jainchill —  
Husband of Anita Jainchill 
January 28 6 Shevat 
William Sadinsky 
Mourad Haroun —  
Father-in Law of Sarah Haroun 
Herbert Epstein —  
Father of Mindy Pedersen 
Abraham Feldman 
January 30 8 Shevat 
Harry Schwartz 
January 31 9 Shevat 
Jennie Raucher 
Edith Holzshlag —  
Mother of Jerry Holzschlag 
William Mandel —  
Mother of Barbara Rothstein 
Betty Green —  
Mother of Dr. Steve Green 
Joan Segal 
  


