
Changes in the Air 

As I write it is the first day of Spring, 
and 

Beth Jacob is pleased to announce 
two decisions: 

We are resuming Shabbat morning 
prayer services (in addition to Torah study). 
We are resuming live, in -person prayer services. 

As you know a little over a year ago, as was the case with virtu-
ally everyone else, Beth Jacob shut down its live services, and 
instituted virtual prayer services over the last year.  And about 
half-way through the shut-down, I recommended that we con-
vert the Shabbat morning service into a Torah study experience 
only, so that we used that form of service to God exclusively, 
for Shabbat mornings. 

But now with many of us having received the vaccine, and oth-
ers soon to follow, Beth Jacob will be resuming live services for 
Shabbat morning.  

At the same time, we are maintaining the ZOOM-only feature 
for the Friday evening service, and the use of the Singing Siddur 
that we have distributed online each week, for at least a few 
more weeks as we focus our re-opening efforts towards the 
Shabbat morning service only at the outset. 

So, for the near term of the next month or two, the weekly ser-
vice schedule will look like this: 

Friday night, Kabbalat Shabbat  6:00 pm: ZOOM  
     service only 

Shabbat morning, prayer service  9:00 am: Live +  
     ZOOM service 

Shabbat morning, Torah Study  11:00 am: ZOOM 
     service only 
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What will this mean? 

In the near term, our Shabbat morning service will look exactly 
as it was pre-Pandemic, using Siddur Lev Shalem. This will 
require us to get copies of the Siddurim into your hands, which 
we will have started on Thursday, March 25.  Please be patient 
with us as we work out this distribution of the Lev Shalem sid-
durim and Etz Chayim chumashim to you.   

In making this decision to resume live services, Beth Jacob reit-
erates its commitment to maintaining a virtual ZOOM option 
for all live services for the foreseeable future.  To ensure that 
we are treating all congregants alike, for those of you who are 
participating by ZOOM, we critically need your feedback in 
terms of any differences that you experience from the ZOOM-
only era. 

Second, no one should feel that this decision to resume live 
services in any way impacts the independence that each one of 

Joint Passover Service with 

Temple Emanu-El and Ahavat Achim 

On Shabbat morning, April 3, we are joining with Temple 

Emanu El and Ahavat Achim for a morning service on the 

ZOOM platform, to celebrate Shabbat and the seventh day of 

Passover. The service will begin at 10:00 am, and will last 

about an hour and a half. It will include a Yizkor service.  Por-

tions of the service are being led by clergy of each Synagogue, 

and Rav Julius and Faye Ringel will join together to open the 

service. 

The ZOOM information will be distributed prior to the week-
end. 
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Candle Light Times 

April  2021 
April 2 6:59 pm 
April 9 7:07 pm 
April 16 7:14 pm 
April 23 7:22 pm 
April 30 7:30 pm 
 

Ba-rukh atah A-do-nai, e-lo-hay-nu-me-lekh ha-olam, a-

sher kid-sha-nu-bemitz-vo-tav ve-tzi-vanu Le-had-lik 

ner shel Shabbat. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, Sovereign of the Uni-

verse, who has sanctified us by Your commandments 

and has commanded us to kindle the Shabbat lights. 

Beth Camassar 

Billy Maynard 

Dee Keaney  

Emma Fries 

Jenn Rockwell 

Joel Etra 

Mishebeirach 

Joe Haroun 

Matthew Young 

Rachel Wynn 

Ron Brauman 

Tiffany Gravel 

Wayne Rosenfield 

 

us needs to have in making our Covid-risk decisions. There-
fore, no one should feel pressured to attend a live service even 
if they are the only ones who choose not to do so! The bottom 
line is that there is a risk for each one of us, and that the risk is 
different according to each one of us.  So, if anyone feels they 
are being pressured to attend a live anything at Beth Jacob, 
please let me know. 

Now, how is this going to work? 

For those of you who are participating by ZOOM:  

Everyone in the synagogue will continue to receive 
ZOOM links to all our services, including Torah study 
sessions. There will now be a third link on Shabbat morn-
ing as we create separate time links for prayer and study 
services. 

We have distributed the Lev Shalem Siddurim and Etz Chayim 
Chumashim to some of you. If you have not yet received 
them, and you wish to do so because you might be joining 
us for services on ZOOM platform, please let us know and 
we will make arrangements to get them to you before the 
next time we will be using the Siddurim on April 10 (the 
April 3 Shabbat/Pesach service is a joint service with 
Temple Emanu-El and Ahavat Achim, and we will be using 
a screen sharing Siddur). 

For those who are participating live:   

You will need to make a reservation for the Shabbat 
morning prayer.  Please do so by emailing Rav Julius at 
ravjulius@gmail.com,  or texting him at (914) 380-0532.  
Please let him know how many people and whether they 
share a bubble. While we will not turn you away without a 
reservation, it is helpful for planning purposes to know how 
many people are coming.  

The service will begin at 9:00, and we’re going to ask you 
to be on time so that (i) we start on time, including for 
those who participate on ZOOM, and (ii) there is a ‘seating 
administration’ that will be observed, and it’s much less 
disturbing for it to be done before the service, than after the 
service has begun. 

The usual Covid restrictions of wearing a mask and 
maintain a social distance will be observed with all ritu-
als modified to accommodate them. All Covid decisions 
are made by the lay leadership and are to be followed, 
failing which the service will be concluded. 

After we’ve experienced a few weeks of this, we will review 
how it is working and whether it should be revised. The intent 
is that the Shabbat morning service be about an hour and a 
half; and that those attending can return home in time to con-
tinue with Shabbat study on ZOOM at 11:00 am. 

Are there going to be challenges from this hybrid service – you 
bet! For example, I’m assuming that we will continue to mute 
those of you on ZOOM because of the impossibility to align 
your voices, yet now you will hear in addition to my voice, the 
voices of your fellow congregants who are joining with me.  
How do I equalize that obvious inequality?  

But as with the Pandemic, we will try out different things, and 
with good will all around, I’m confident that we can overcome 
any challenges. 

And at the same time, I’m hoping – no, I’m praying, that 
some, or even many of you, might see this as an opportunity. 

As I’ve said throughout this last year, we need to take ad-
vantage of any opportunities being offered by the Pandemic.  
For me, it was the opportunity to explore different manners of 
daily prayer, and I’m beginning to develop a new private 
structure that meets my daily needs. 

For you, I’m hoping/praying that you might see the next few 
months as an opportunity to re-visit this whole experience that 
I would imagine most of you joined a synagogue for -- the 
‘prayer experience.’  While nothing is ever too late, here’s a 
ground-floor opportunity to re-examine our services as we 
begin to resume them.  And mightn’t it be nice to have a 
group of us -- not experts, just members -- review what we do 
on Friday night, on Shabbat morning, or possibly any other 
day of the week and say, ”I like that!”; or “It’s good, but can 
we make it more insightful to who we are?” Or some other 
assessment.  But at least it’s the one we made, and not one 
made for us by those who preceded us and who are not here 
anymore.  

Or as some Jewish kid once said, “The Times they are a 
changin’” 

B’Shalom, 

Rav Julius 

about:blank


April 6 24 Nisan 

Arthur Rosenthal 

Samuel Maiofes 

April 7 25 Nisan 

Pauline Epstein 

Sally Shapiro-Ptachik —  

Aunt of Martin Shapiro 

Barnet Feldman 

Jay Breslow 

Eleanor Wenick— 

Sister of Robert Labb 

April 8 26 Nisan 

Mollie Welling 

Reuben Steinman 

Anne Margolis 

Ellsworth Cramer 

April 10 28 Nisan 

Jacob Rubenstein 

April 11 29 Nisan 

Arthur Rutchik— 

Brother of Martin Rutchik 

Molly Jacobson 

Dr. Kurt Oppenheimer 

April 1 19 Nisan 

Ray Gawendo— 

Mother of Evert Gawendo 

Herman Hopfer 

April 2 20 Nisan 

Augusta Livingston— 

Mother of Marvin Curland 

Sam Cooper— 

Father of Irene Schienberg 

April 3 21 Nisan 

David Shereshevsky 

April 4 22 Nisan 

Morris Soloveitzik 

Augusta Steinman 

Maurice Gould 

Fannie Taffel 

Samuel Taylor 

Sylvia Winakor —  

Mother of Dr. Eugene Winakor 

April 5 23 Nisan 

William Cooper 

Phillip Leven 

Chaim Pultorak 

Dorothy Hecht 

Hyman Burchman 

Sigmund Dressler— 

Father-in-Law of Arlene Dressler 

Sarah Diamond 

APRIL 2021 YAHRZEITS 

Donations 
We gratefully acknowledge the 

following contributions to 

Beth Jacob Synagogue’s Special Funds. 

Building Fund 

In Memory of Ida, Clara & Louis 

Mindel and Albert Mindell 

Saul & Clare Mindel family 

In Memory of Mary Blumkin 

Stanley & Esther Miller 

In Memory of Philip Goldblatt 

Shirley Goldblatt 

In Memory of Rose & Max Simons 

Libby Oberman 

In Memory of Rose Deutsch 

Paul & Diane Deutsch 

Marking the Yahrzeit of Edward 

Lazaroff 

Stacy Gould 

In Memory of Michael Mindel 

Saul & Clare Mindel family 

In Memory of Norm Kaplan 

Stacy Gould 

Michael & Harriet Gere 

Irene Schienberg 

Martin & Millie Shapiro 

In Memory of Marvin Curland 

Michael & Harriet Gere 

April Birthdays  

April 13 1 Iyar 
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April 13 1 Iyar 

Esther Brauman—Mother of Ronald 

Brauman, Grandmother of Stacy Gould 

Samuel Nelkin 

Saul Aolfsin 

David Keyes 

April 14 2 Iyar 

Abraham Gold 

Evelyn Hornstein 

April 15 3 Iyar 

Barney Berkman 

Daniel Bason—Father of Irval Labb 

Max Fern 

April 16 4 Iyar 

Charlotte Taylor 

Lena Lahn 

Norman Pogel 

Diana Cramer 

Samuel Mindel 

April 17 5 Iyar 

Barnet Maiofes 

Helene Bronerwine 

April 18 6 Iyar 

Samuel Block 

Lillian Cooper— 

Mother of Irene Schienberg 

April 19 7 Iyar 

Ernest Gootman 

Ida Miller 

Ernest Adelman— 

Mother of Seymour Adelman 

Alyce Blinderman 

Laurence Kenig 

April 20 8 Iyar 

Louis Silver 

Abraham Orenstein 

April 21 9 Iyar 

Urian Weishaus 

Abraham Kristein 

April 22 10 Iyar 

Isadore Florman 

Kurt Hopfer 

Dorothy Rutchik 

Aaron Furman 

Joseph Pearson 

Herman Bruckner 

Helene Silver—Mother of Wayne Silver 

April 23 12 Iyar 

Ethel Kivelewitz 

April 24 12 Iyar 

Rose Sogolow 

Bessie Budnick 

Anna Segal 

April 25 13 Iyar 

Barbara Rubenstein 

Isaac Gordon—Father of Mike Gordon 

Celia Caroline 

April 26 14 Iyar 

Martha Gorfain 

Jennie Millstein 

Frances Horwitz 

Harold Katz 

April 27 15 Iyar 

Isaac Segal 

Rebecca Trachtenberg 

Goldie Mandell 

Caroline Krohn 

Irene Zuckerbraun— 

Mother of Dr. Joel Zuckerbraun 

April 28 16 Iyar 

Jacob Slosberg 

Samuel Rabinovitch 

April 29 17 Iyar 

Pauline Pollack 

Ruth Low 

Jacob Crumb 

April 30 18 Iyar 

Harold Friedman— 

Father of Larry and Steven Friedman 

Moses Gilman 

 

 

 

 


