
A Different Prayer Experience 

(This column is the proposed Synagogue 
ñField Tripò  on Friday, March 25 to 
New York that we are trying to put to-
gether, and further described in the box 
on this page) 

     Although I am technically an 
ñoutsiderò to the Renewal movement, 
having spent most of my life in the 

Conservative world and ordained at a nondenominational semi-
nary, I have been attracted to the unique perspectives that have 
been produced by this ñMovementò.  

The Movement is largely the project of the late Reb Zalman 
Schachter-Shalomi who passed away in 2014. Reb Zalman (as he 
liked to be called) was one of the most important voices of Juda-
ism in our time. Though he held conventional jobs as a Hillel rab-
bi, University professor, author and lecturer, he was anything but 
conventional. In fact he was the ultimate boundary crosser.  

After escaping Nazi Europe in 1941, he was a Lubavitcher work-
ing on college campuses. But he soon made his reputation as a 
spiritual teacher who made company with the likes of Shlomo 
Carlebach, Ram Dass and the Dali Lama. He was able to move 
seamlessly between Chasidic texts, Eastern religious traditions, 
Native American heritage and secular American culture.  

For anyone who finds worship in American synagogues boring, 
a small dose of Jewish Renewal prayer is worth a try. It isnôt for 
everyone -- but the use of chanting, meditation, movement, uncon-
ventional readings and personal sharing ï in addition to traditional 
Jewish prayer, does provide much of what so many Jews are chas-
ing in non-Jewish spiritual settings.  

Indeed, much of what Jewish Renewal has been developing is 
now making its way into mainstream American synagogues. Con-
gregations of all the ñtraditionalò denominations -- including the 
Conservative movement, can now be found experimenting with 
several of the Movementôs practices.  

The impact that the Renewal movement has on the entire Jewish 
community can be seen from an episode at a recent retreat for 
rabbinical students from eleven seminaries across the denomina-
tional spectrum. An Orthodox seminary student commented that 
the tefillah at the retreat opened him up to levels of kavannah 
(deep, intentional spirituality) that he rarely experiences in Ortho-
dox settings; and that it was the influence of the Renewal Move-
ment students who pushed the boundaries of what can happen in 
prayer space that made this possible.  

Standing out in this embryonic phase in the Renewal movement, 
there is a lot of excitement about the explosive growth of Romemu 
Synagogue, a new congregation founded by Rabbi David Ingber 
on the Upper West Side of Manhattan which has grown to more 
than 500 households in just a few years. Lead by its charis-
matic Rabbi Ingber (from whom I took a couple of courses in my 
Seminary training), it is rare to find a prayer service that is simply 
a rerun of the prior weekôs service.  

On a typical Friday night service, there is a band that accompa-
nies the service which is composed of 5-10 musicians, some of 
whom are ñprofessionalsò (and in which, my wife, Ellen is a 
monthly participant) and which are lead by their Co-Musical direc-
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tor, Basya Schechter (the leader of the world-famous Phar-
aohôs Daughter, a seven piece music ensemble).  

During the course of the approximate two hour service (but 
which many of its participants would gladly extend!), there is 
much singing, some dancing, some reflection, some learning 
from the Rabbiôs Dvar Torah. There is also traditional daven-
ning ï including the Barchu, Shema and its surrounding bless-
ings, and the silent Amidah. Indeed, for me the service resem-
bles a Conservative service more so than any other denomina-
tional service that I have attended ï perhaps because the over-
whelming majority of its members seem to comprise Con-
servative Jews who have abandoned their previous synagogues 
seeking to find more ruach, more spirit, in their prayer service. 

A highlight of each evening occurs at the end of the service 
when ñfirst timersò are asked to introduce themselves and their 
ñhometown.ò In addition to the usual ñBrooklynò and ñUpper 
West Sideò locations, virtually every service is punctuated by 
visitors from Minnesota, California, England and the like ï 
who having heard of Romemu could not pass up the opportuni-
ty to experiencing it first hand during their visit to New York. 
(Previous Shabbat services, also lead by its assistant Rabbi 
Jessica Kate Meyer, can be viewed at https://
www.romemu.org/service/; but viewing a prayer service can-
not possibly replicate the experience of being part of the ser-
vice) 

On a personal level, I can readily testify that virtually every 
prayer service that I have shared within the Renewal commu-
nity, both at Romemu and other locations throughout the coun-
try, has been filled with a level of heartfulness, compassion 
and spiritual depth that is hard to come by in most Jewish set-
tings today.  

My hope is that you will want to join Beth Jacob in attend-
ing a service at this Synagogue on March 25. I harbor no illu-

Beth Jacob Field Trip to NYC on 

Friday March 25 (Good Friday) 

We are trying to organize a field trip to NYC for the day, 

Friday, March 25. Scheduled program would include visit to 

Jewish Museum, followed by early dinner, and end the day 

by attending prayer service at Romemu Synagogue, whose 

Friday night service was characterized by Tablet Magazine as 

ñSpiritually thrilling.ò (See Rav Juliusô column for more in-

formation about this new, exciting synagogue and its prayer 

services.) 

This all day/evening event will leave Norwich about 11 

am, and return about 11 pm. Cost for our youths is free, and 

the cost for adults (including chartered bus) will be depend-

ent on the number of people responding. 

Please let the Office know of your interest and Rav Julius 

will be able to answer all questions. Absolute cutoff date to 

express interest in joining us Tuesday, March 15. 

Continued on Page 2 

https://www.romemu.org/service/
https://www.romemu.org/service/
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1ÈÉÉÐɯ- )ÜÓÐÜÚɯ1ÈÉÐÕÖÞÐų 
/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ-  ÓÈÕɯ1ÜËÐųÒà 
5ÐÊÌɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ- 1ÖÚÓàÕɯ$ÛÙÈ 
5ÐÊÌɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ- ,ÐÊÏÈÌÓɯ2ÌÙÖÜÚÚÐ 
3ÙÌÈÚÜÙÌÙɯ- 5ÐÊÒÐɯ2ÌÙÖÜÚÚÐ 
2ÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɯ- 2ÛÌÝÌÕɯ,ÖÙÚÌ 
.ŚÊÌɯ ËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÖÙɯ- !ÈÙÉÈÙÈɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔÚ 
2ÌÙÝÐÊÌɯ3ÐÔÌÚȯ 

%ÙÐËÈàɯ$ÝÌÕÐÕÎɭƚȯƔƔɯ×Ô 

ȹÜÕÓÌÚÚɯÖÛÏÌÙÞÐÚÌɯÈÕÕÖÜÕÊÌËȺ 

2ÈÉÉÈÛÏɯ,ÖÙÕÐÕÎɭƝȯƔƔɯÈÔ 

3ÏÜÙÚËÈàɭƛȯƖƙɯÈÔ 

,ÐÕàÈÕÚɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛÌËȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯÛÏÌɯÖŚÊÌɯÐÕɯÈËɪ

ÝÈÕÊÌȭɯ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÙÌÝÐÌÞɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÓÌÕËÈÙɯÍÖÙɯÈÕàɯÊÏÈÕÎÌÚɯÐÕɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯ

ÛÐÔÌȭ 

!ÌÛÏɯ)ÈÊÖÉɯ2àÕÈÖÎÜÎÌ 

ƘƔƔɯ-ÌÞɯ+ÖÕËÖÕɯ3ÜÙÕ×ÐÒÌ 

-ÖÙÞÐÊÏȮɯ"3ɯƔƚƗƚƔ /ÏÖÕÌȯɯƜƚƔ-ƜƜƚ-ƖƘƙƝ 

%ÈßȯɯƜƚƔ-ƜƙƝ-ƝƚƖƚ $ÔÈÐÓȯɯÉÌÛÏÑÈÊÖÉɑÚÕÌÛȭÕÌÛ 

6ÌÉÚÐÛÌȯɯÞÞÞȭÉÌÛÏÑÈÊÖÉ-ÕÖÙÞÐÊÏȭÖÙÎ 

"ÈÕËÓÌɯ+ÐÎÏÛɯ3ÐÔÌÚ 

,ÈÙÊÏɤ ×ÙÐÓɯƖƔƕƚ 

,ÈÙÊÏɯƘ ƙȯƖƛɯ×Ô 

,ÈÙÊÏɯƕƕ ƙȯƗƙɯ×Ô 

,ÈÙÊÏɯƕƜ ƚȯƘƗɯ×Ô 

,ÈÙÊÏɯƖƙ ƚȯƙƕɯ×Ô 

 

 ×ÙÐÓɯƕ ƚȯƙƝɯ×Ô 

 ×ÙÐÓɯƜ ƛȯƔƚɯ×Ô 

 ×ÙÐÓɯƕƙ ƛȯƕƘɯ×Ô 

 ×ÙÐÓɯƖƖ ƛȯƖƖɯ×Ô 

 ×ÙÐÓɯƖƝ ƛȯƖƝɯ×Ô 

!È-ÙÜÒÏɯÈÛÈÏɯ -ËÖ-ÕÈÐȮɯÌ-ÓÖ-ÏÈà-ÕÜ-ÔÌ-ÓÌÒÏɯÏÈ-

ÖÓÈÔȮɯÈ-ÚÏÌÙɯÒÐË-ÚÏÈ-ÕÜ-ÉÌÔÐų-ÝÖ-ÛÈÝɯÝÌ-ųÐ-ÝÈÕÜɯ

+Ì-ÏÈË-ÓÐÒɯÕÌÙɯÚÏÌÓɯ2ÏÈÉÉÈÛȭ 

!ÓÌÚÚÌËɯÈÙÌɯàÖÜȮɯ+ÖÙËɯÖÜÙɯ&ÖËȮɯ2ÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÌȮɯÞÏÖɯÏÈÚɯÚÈÕÊÛÐŗÌËɯÜÚɯÉàɯ8ÖÜÙɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËɪ

ÔÌÕÛÚɯÈÕËɯÏÈÚɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËÌËɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÒÐÕËÓÌɯÛÏÌɯ2ÏÈÉɪ

ÉÈÛɯÓÐÎÏÛÚȭ 

sions to ñconvertò Beth Jacob to a Renewal Synagogue, and 
probably wouldnôt want to make such a radical transformation. 
Yet, I would hope that many of you would see this as an oppor-
tunity to want to make the Beth Jacob prayer experience more 
meaningful to you. As well, for those of you know others who 
live in the New York area who have not found a ñJewish 
homeò there, this is an opportunity to show them there is an 
excitement in Judaism which they may not have been able to 
find. 

I close with the words of one of the leading members of the 
Jewish world, Rabbi Sidney Schwarz, the author of the very 
influential 2013 book, Jewish Megatrends: Charting the 
Course of the American Jewish Future: 

ñIôve spent the past two years traveling the country first writ-
ing and then discussing Jewish Megatrends and the future di-
rection of the American Jewish community. From what I can 
see, the Jewish community can use a healthy dose of what Jew-
ish Renewal has to offer. I never bet against heart.ò 

Tom and Mindy Pedersen cordially invite you to attend 

the BôNai Mitzvah of their son and daughter,  

Brandon and Brianna, on April 16, 2016, at 9:00.  A Kid-

dush in honor of Brandon and Briannaôs BôNai Mitzvah 

will be held following services. 

Brandon and Brianna are in the 7th grade at Tyl Middle 

School in Montville where they are both on the high honor 

roll and have been nominated for the Junior National Hon-

or Society. Brandon enjoys football, wrestling, lacrosse and 

video games while Briannaôs favorite sports are basketball, 

lacrosse, and boxing. Brianna also loves singing and is a 

member of the schoolôs auditioned chamber choir.  She was 

selected to audition for a national honorôs choir and is a 

member of the schoolôs drama club.  

For Brandon and Briannaôs Mitzvah project, they will be 

volunteering this spring as Buddies for the Challenger Di-

vision of Little League. It is a program for mentally and 

physically challenged youth, helping them to enjoy the full 

benefits of participating in an athletic environment struc-

tured to their abilities. The role of the Buddies is to help 

players with developmental disabilities play baseball. It 

involves being a friend, cheerleader, coach, and helper, but 

above all a protector to ensure the safety of the athletes. 

On their recent trip to Florida, Marty and Millie Shapiro had a 

chance to visit with former BJS member, Dr. Morris Katz. 

Dr.Katz recently celebrated is 101st birthday. 

A Different Prayer Experience 

Continued from Page 1 
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Beth Jacob To Host a 

Community-Wide First Seder 

Beth Jacob Synagogue will be hosting a Seder the first night 

of Passover on Friday evening, April 22nd. We invite everyone 

in the community to come and share with family and friends an 

exciting Seder led by Rav Julius Rabinowitz, with full interac-

tive participation by everyone attending. Caterer, menu and cost 

has yet to be determined. A special email will be sent at a later 

date with this information. Paid reservations, when established, 

must be received no later than Monday, April 18th. We will not 

be able to accommodate reservations made after that date and 

your check is your reservation. 

The Seder will begin at 7:00 p.m., and we look forward to 

welcoming friends and their families to 

our community-wide celebration. Please 

call Arlene Dressler at (860) 537-1505 or 

Beth Jacob Synagogue office at (860) 886

-2459 or send your check to Beth Jacob 

Synagogue at 400 New London Turnpike, 

Norwich, Conn. 06360. 

The cost of the Seder should not deter anyone who wishes to 

attend. If you need assistance in paying, please reach out pri-

vately  to Rav Julius. 

Authorization for Sale of Chametz 

According to Jewish law, Jews are forbidden to use, own, 

or derive benefit from any chametz (ñleavened productsò) 

during Passover. Because of the economic hardship 

involved in disposing of large quantities of chametz (such 

as liquor) and the utensils in which chametz is used or 

cooked, the sages instituted the practice of selling such 

items before Passover to a non-Jew. Because of the legal 

intricacies involved, it is suggested to appoint the rabbi 

as your agent to sell your chametz and to repurchase it 

after the holiday. It is customary, though not mandatory, to 

make a donation to the Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund, or any oth-
er appropriate fund, for this service. 

The following document accomplishes this appointment. 

In order for the contract to be valid, it must be signed 

and received in the synagogue office by 9:30 a.m. on 

Thursday, April 21st. Faxed/emailed contracts are accepta-
ble as well. 

Passover Service Schedule 2016/5776 

Friday, April 22 7:00 AM (Note earlier time) 
Morning Minyan, Siyyum for Erev Pesach 

Friday, April 22, 6:30 PM 
Shabbat/Pesach 1st Night Service 

Saturday, April 23, 9:00 AM 
Shabbat Pesach 1st Day Services ðKiddush Follows Service 

Sunday, April 25, Morning 
TO BE ANNOUNCED 

Thursday, April 29, 7:25 AM 
Minyan -- 4th Day of Chol HaMoed 

Friday, April 30, 9:00 AM 
Pesach 7th Day ServicesðKiddush Follows Service 

Friday, April 30, 6:00 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services 

Saturday, May 1, 9:00 AM 
Shabbat Morning Services Pesach 8th Day Service --(Yizkor 

Service, about 10:30) ðKiddush Follows Service 

Out of respect for all of those who need to prepare their Se-
ders, or who need to travel to reach their Seders, Beth Jacob 
will not be holding a service for the second night of Passover. 
However, since Beth Jacob is planning to have a Seder in the 
synagogue for the first night of Passover, we will be conduct-
ing an evening service that night (April 22). 

I (WE)_________________________________________ 

residing at: ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

hereby authorize Rav Julius Rabinowitz of Beth Jacob 

Synagogue to dispose of all chametz that may be in my 

(our) possession wherever it may be, during the period of 

Passover 5776, and to repurchase it on my behalf after 

Passover. I understand that this is a valid sale according to 

Jewish law and the laws of the State of Connecticut. 

Signed: ______________________________________ 

Date: ________________________________________ 

Please return this form to: 

Chametz 

Beth Jacob Synagogue 

400 New London Turnpike 

Norwich, CT 06360 

Fax to 860-859-9626 or email to: bethjacob@snet.net 

Form must be received in the office by 9:20 a.m. Thursday, 

April 21st. 



,ÈÙÊÏɤ ×ÙÐÓɯ8ÈÏÙáÌÐÛÚ 
Please Help Make A Minyan 

It is very important mitzvah to commemorate the Yahrzeit of our beloved. This can be done by coming to services and being sur-
rounded by a minyan, a core of a living community. Only in this way, the mourners may recite Kaddish. If you would like to request 
an evening, or morning, service, remember that you must contact the office at least one week before your minyan so arrangements 
can be made. PLEASE NOTE: Beth Jacob members listed below will be observing Yahrzeit on the MORNING of the dates listed 
and the evening before. 
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MARCH Yahrzeits 

March 1 21 Adar I 

Reubin Katz 

Samuel Smotrich 

Barnette Cohn 

Oscar Silverman 

David Goldman-Father of Cathy Bokoff 

Harriet Kashar-Wife of Marc Kashar 

March 2 22 Adar I 

Herbert Stern-Father of Gabe Stern 

Merwyn Zuckerman- 

Father of Pauline Seligman 

Ann Berkman 

Louise Goldberg 

March 3 23 Adar I 

Louis Siegel 

Ida Mindel 

Samuel Gerber 

March 4 24 Adar I 

Nathan Sololow 

Cecelia Bokoff- 

Grandmother of Marc Bokoff 

March 5 25 Adar I 

Corrine Goldstein- 

Daughter-in-Law Bernard Godstein 

Charles Labb-Father of Robert Labb 

Rachel Cooper 

Ellen Gisser 

Ida Wax 

Benjamin Shleffar 

Fanny Mandell 

Sylvia Welling- 

Husband of Harold Welling 

March 6 26 Adar I 

Ruth Fox-Mother of Kim Brissette 

Garland Brown-Husband of Hazel Brown 

March 8 28 Adar I 

Lena Bokoff 

Albert Mindell 

Rachael Adoff 

Herman Horwitz 

Martin Himmel 

William Zurlin 

March 9 29 Adar I 

Henrietta Alter-Mother of Betsy Eichholz 

Nathan Levine 

Margaret Gottlib 

Jeffrey Berk-Cousin of Ron Berk 

March 10 30 Adar I 

Ida Sakowitz 

March 13 3 Adar II 

Abraham Piotrkowski 

March 15 5 Adar II 

Max Sogolow 

Grace Sears 

March 16 6 Adar II 

Betty Kashar- 

Godmother of Marc Kashar 

March 25 15 Adar II 

Sara Israelite 

March 30 20 Adar II 

Elias Perlman-Uncle of Gabe Stern 

March 31 21 Adar II 

Ida Sadinsky-Aunt of Ron Berk 

 

APRIL Yahrzeits 

April 2 23 Adar II 

Nathan Schlager 

April 3 24 Adar II 

David Lahn 

April 4 25 Adar II 

Rose Sherman 

Saul Steinman 

April 5 26 Adar II 

Clara Mindel 

April 6 27 Adar II 

Jerome Zuckerbraun- 

Brother of Dr Leonard Zuckerbraun 

April 7 28 Adar II 

Henry Swatzburg 

April 9 I Nisan 

Sydney Sogolow 

Esther Gerber 

April 10 2 Nisan 

Mollie Goldblatt 

Maxine Pevner 

April 11 3 Nisan 

Louis Sadernsky 

Rachael Slosberg 

Philip Bokoff 

Joseph Herman 

April 12 4 Nisan 

Howard Kalnitsky-Husband of Clara 

Kalnitsky; Brother of Ilene Lewit 

Mary Blumkin 

April 13 5 Nisan 

Gitel Goldabeter 

Philip Goldblatt 

Sylvia Shapiro- 

Mother of Martin Shapiro 

April 14 6 Nisan 

Kate Newman- 

Mother of Larry Newman 

Joseph Budnick 

April 15 7 Nisan 

Ida Gold 

April 17 9 Nisan 

Annie Gordon 

Rose Fishbone 

April 18 10 Nisan 

Yetta Levine 

Pauline Nollman 

Rose Simons-Mother of Libby Oberman 

Charles Jacobson 

April 19 11 Nisan 

Max Simons-Father of Libby Oberman 

April 21 13 Nisan 

Morris Bokoff 

Louis Beit 

Edward Caroline 

Karl Meyers 

April 22 14 Nisan 

Louis Mindel 

Jennie Simon 

Lieb Bronstein 

Gut Bronstein 

Lucie Haroun-Mother of Joseph Haroun 

April 23 15 Nisan 

Rivka Goldstein 

Nathan Beit 

David & Chaye Goldstein 

Arnold Baker 

Abraham Glick- 

Father-in-Law of Helen Glick 

April 24 16 Nisan 

Abraham Ableman 

Fanny Daniels 

Harry Fishbone 

April 25 17 Nisan 

William Israelite 

Marilyn Cohen-Sister of Sondra Radin 

Samuel Florman 

April 27 19 Nisan 

Herman Hopfer 

April 28 20 Nisan 

Sam Cooper-Father of Irene Schienberg 

Augusta Livingston- 

Mother of Marvin Curland 

April 29 21 Nisan 

David Sheeshevsky 

April 30 22 Nisan 

Fannie Taffel 

Samuel Taylor 

Morris Soloveitzik 

Maurice Gould 

Augusta Steinman 

 

 




